containing a quarter of a grain of podophyllin night and morning, and two tablespoonfuls three times a day of an eight-ounce mixture containing a drachm of the solution of strychnia, B. P. She had positive instructions not to take the mixture oftener than directed, and she said she would not; however, wishing to accomplish a little work which she had planned daring the next day or two, and being a self-willed woman, she commenced by taking three of the pills that night, and early the next morning took the whole of the mixture, dividing it into two doses, and following it up by draughts of camomile and lemon-tea. She soon experienced cramps in the bowels and extremities, and told her husband to send for the doctor.
He, not attaching much importance to it, said, " You will be better presently." The spasms growing worse and worse, she said she was poisoned, and told him she had taken the whole of the medicine that morning. Although the spasms still came on with the same regularity as before, they gradually diminished in severity, until they entirely ceased in an hour and a half, and the patient made a good recovery.
Although she was a young unmarried woman, prolapse of the womb took place, which may be attributed to the violence of the spasms.
The quantity of nux vomica may seem small in comparison with quantities which have been swallowed, and from which recovery has taken place, yet, when the weakness of this patient is taken into consideration, it may be safely asserted that death would have resulted but for the treatment employed. It may be noticed in this case, that although vomiting was produced by the ipecacuan wine, no amelioration of the symptoms took place until after the administration of the tobacco.; and from this it may be gathered that, as there was little or no nux vomica brought up during the vomiting caused by the tobacco, the recovery was due to the antagonistic action which exists between tobacco and strychnine.
